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Burgundy strong in the north-east of France, and was supported by the
Armagh*? towns and especially by the lower classes in Paris. The
Orleanists or " Armagnaca " were the party of the nobles;
their stronghold was south of the Loire. In 1407 the Bur-
gundians murdered the Duke of Orleans, and from that
time on the affairs of the country swayed about as lust one
party and then the other gained the mastery. Henry IV
intrigued with both, finally inclining to the Annagnacs,
and intending, as the price of his support, to win back the
lost English provinces. I low hopelessly distracted France
was, is revealed when we read that an JKn^lish army under
Clarence landed in Nornumdy> and was able to march
unchecked to Bordeaux.
War flamed out in 1415. Both Commons and clergy gave
Henry liberal grants oi money. He prepared to sail. Yet
on the very eve of his departure, a conspiracy \vas clis-
covered. Richard > Karl of Cambridge) \vus now married to
Anne, the heiress of the Mortimers. He himself was de-
scended from the youngest son but one of lid ward III. lie
and his wife united two claims, and their child would repre-
sent the elder line as against the I Lancastrians, Richard plotted
of with Lord 8crope, a relative of the Archbishop whom 1 lenry
Se IV had beheaded. Both were captured, and \\ith the third
scrop* conspirator, Sir Thomas Grey, put to death. Richard of
Cambridge died on the scaffold, but he left a son, who, as
Richard of York> was in the future to rebel successfully
against Henry's own son, and whose family was to found
a new royal dynasty,
Henry set sail with some ten thousand men-   He landed
campaign in Normandy and besieged Harflwr*  After a siege of five
Agincowt weeks he took it, but at the cost of about a third of his force,
siege or It was an unimpressive victory, since no attempt hud been
eurmade to relieve the town;  at this rate it would be long
before France was conquered.   With no very clear object,
save perhaps an imitation of Edward III'** policy, Henry set
off on a march from Harfleur along the coast to Calais.